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.Programme 01 services

To-Day.

CHAT BY THE WAY.

Synagogue Worship.The Annual MethodistConferences.

Union Gospel service* will be held daring tbe week
tn tbe First Keroraed Episcopal Church, where the
Bee. W. T. Sabine will preach to-day at the usual
hours.
"Living Epistles" and "The Divine Call" will be

considered to-day by Bev. N. L. Howell in the Free
Baptist Church.
A gospel temperance meeting in Grand Union Hall

this afternoon will be held by Mr. C. A. Bunting.
"Spiritual Expectations" will be excited this morn-

log in Harlem Congregational Church by Rev. S. H.
Virgin, and in the evening the "Message to the
Church at Bpheaua" will be presented.

In the Church of the Disciples thla morning the
Rev. George H. Hepworth will declare "Thou art
Ify God," and in the evening "The Blind [will] ReceiveSight." To-morrow evening Mr. Hepworth
will give another illustrated lecture on "Travel in
Europe."

Dr. A. H. Strong, of Rochester University, will
preach for Dr. Bridgman to-day at the usual hours
in the Madison Avenue Baptist Church.
"The Crown of Thorns" will be held up to admirationthis morning by Rev. William Lloyd, and "The

Toung Man Who Made the Great Refusal" will be
reproved for his folly this evening in the Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Church.
Rev. E. A. Reed preaches at the usual hours to-day

in Madison Avenue Reformed Church.
Mr. C. W. Sawyer will conduot a gospel temperance

meeting in the Park Theatre this evening.
Mrs. Dr. Lorier will address a meeting in the People'sChurch this afternoon, and Mrs. W. Siocum

this evening.
Rev. W. B. Merritt will preach at the usual hours

to-day in the Sixth Avenue Reformed Church.
;'A Change of Heart" will be asked for by Rev. J.

M. Pullman this morning, and "The Lying Spirits of
Life" be exorcised this evening in the Church of Our
Father.
"The Mystery and Meaning of Christ's Tempta-

won" ana "Be Lianas or promise we Never Reach,
or the Shattered Ideals of Life." will be discussed in
St. James* Methodist Episcopal Church, Harlem,
to-day by Bev. W. R. Davis.
Dr. C. H. Fowler, of the CAriitUm Advocate, will

preach in St. Luke's Methodist Episcopal Church today.
"The Man of the Wonderful Prayer" will be intro

dncod to the South Reformed Church this afternoon
by the Rev. Dr. Rogers.
Bishop Hare, of Niobrara, will plead the cause of

Indian missions in St. Mark's Protestant Episcopal
Church this morning, and in the evening Dr. Rylancewill preach on "Rock or Sand.Which T"
In St. John's Methodist Episcopal Church the

Bev. George Van Alstyno will preach at the usual
hours to-day.
"The Possible Christian Unity" will be discussed

by the Rev. J. W. Kramer this evening in the Wain
wrlght Memorial Church.
Dr. Simmons preaches to-day as usual in Trinity

Baptist Church.
"The Omnipotence of Faith" and "The Dread of

Future Woe" will be considered by Bev. R. B. Hull
today in the Tabernacle Baptist Church.
Bev. B. H. Burch preaches this morning and eveningin Twenty-fourth street Methodist Rpiseopal

Church.
A gospel meeting will be held in the Church of the
oly Trinity this evening, at which Mr. J. A. Mexbamwill sing and Rev. S. H. Tyng. Jr., D. D. will

preach on "Sin Put Away by Christ." Other services
as usual.
"Carpet Warriors" against rum will hear somethingto their advantage from Mr. W. M. Evans by

attending the meeting of the American Temperance
MiIon this afternoon in the Lyceum Theatre. Mr.
Bvanv will continue his revival services this week,
also, in the Berean Baptist Church.
Dr J. M. King preaches in Washington Square

Methodist Episcopal Churoh this morning on "NothingHidden," and this evening^ on "The Sabbath
Question."
"The Freedom, Wealth and Beauty of Salvation"

Will-be set forth in slowing colors to-day by Rev. J.
X. Searles before Willett Street Methodist Episcopal
Charch.
"The Hope of Childhood" end "The Closed Door"

will be discussed by Rev. J. T. Richmond to-day in
abury Methodist Episcopal Church.
At Thirty-fourth Street Reformed Churoh to-day

the Rev. Carlos Martyn will prove that "The Sin
Which Kills May Save."
Dr. Talmage holds forth at the Brooklyn Tabernacle

to-day as usual.
Dr. Arm!tags preaches to-day as usual in the Fifth
venue Baptist Church.
At Bleecker Building this morning and afternoon

Mr. Fitawilliam will speak on "Prayer" and "LoddonStreet Experience." In the evening Dr. Eddy
Will speak on "The Eloquence of Clod."
At 8pring Street Presbyterian Church this morning

the Rev. A. H. Moment will preach on "James Boanerges"and in the evening on "A Convicted Soul Replyingto the Truth."
At Chiekering Hall this afternoon the Rev. Samuel

Oolcord will preach as usual.
The National Temperance Institute, In Cooper

Union, this afternoon will bo addressed by lie v. 11.
F. Bovon, ana alao by D. F. Thompson, who will
giro a practical demonstration of "Policemen's
dobs."

"Bollgioua Completeness" and "Thonghta on ChrlatianMarriage" will be considered in the Free TabernacleMethodist Episcopal Church to-day by the Bar.
W. N. Searles.
"The Interpreting Power of Lore" will be expoundedthis morning by the Rev. X. C. Sweotaer, in

Keocker Street Univcraaltst Church. The Rev. A. O.
Rogers, of Harlem, will preach in the evening.
lifOanal Street Presbyterian Church the Rev. AlexanderMcKclvey will preach this morning and afternoon,at the usual hours.
Preaching in the Central Baptist Church this morningand evening by Itev. L»r. Uerr.
Rev. W. P. Corbiti preaches in Fiftieth Street MethodistKpiscopal Church morning and evening.
Dr. Deems will minister to the Church of the

Strangers to-day as usual.
Dr. Bhlpman will officiate in Christ Church to-day

Ut the usual hours.
In tho Central Presbyterian Church the Rev. i. D.

Wilson will preach at the usual hours to-day.
Dr. H. C. Potter, of Orace Church, will preach in

the Church of the Holy Apostles this evening and
Rev. D. E. llaokua this morning.
This evening Dr. Newman will begin a course of

Sabbath evening lectures in the Central Methodist
Episcopal Church on "The lost Empires of the
World," illustrative of prophecy fulfilled, his spealai
subject to-day being "Alexander and His Empite."
At Duauo Methodist Episcopal Church the llev. J.

*. Achorley will preach tliiH uiornlug, auil Mr*. J.
X. Fool* will ipwk ou Uoapol temperance thl*
evening.
"Dead (or Ireland; or. Patriot Grave*," la tho Utlo

of a laclura that the ^ery Re v. M. A. Iluut will delivorml* evening In 8t. Theresa'* Church.
llev. J. II. Cloaver will preach In tho Church of the

Disciple* of Christ thl* morning and liar. J. W.
Itowbt r this evcnlug. |
Tha llav. A. U. Morehouso will preach in tho

Eleventh Street Methodist Episcopal (ihureli thia
morning, and tha Rev. Mr. Patterson thl* evening.

ltev. J. L. Ullder, Rev. J. T. Yine. Judge Pitlmau
« ».! other* will addruii* tho temperance meeting in
the Haveuth Htroat Methodist Episcopal Church this
aftarnoou.
Tho ltev. llatsuy Moors, of Ilarlatu, will preach In

tha First lleptlst church thla morning and evening.
Tha niu< tlath anniversary of tha Forsyth Street

Mofbodlat Episcopal Church will bo bald to-day.

NEW YOllt
The wmoi thia morning will be preached by tho
Her. W. 11. Affleck, and in the evening by Dr. L. S.
Weed, of Harlem. A reuuion lovo feast will be held
in the afternoon. |
The Irish civic societies and temperance organiza-

tiouN will attend thu services which are to be held at
St. Mary's Human Catholic Church. Hunter's Point,
Long Island, this evening, where a lecture will be deliveredby Very Bev. Canon O'Hagau on "St. Patrick's
Life, Labor and Mission."
The Iter. N. lijerring will conduct services this

mornnlng in the Busslan Chanel.
The Bev. B. H. Newton will continue his discourses

on "Character" this evening in the Authon Memorial
Church, with special reference to tho influence of
"Companionshi)) on Character."
In St. Ignatius' Protestant Episcopal Church the

Bev. Dr. £v«r Will officiate at the usual services today.
The Bev. George A. Thayer, D. D., of Boston, will

preach for the Church of the Messiah this morning
and evening.
Bishop Bedell, of Ohio, will preach for the Church

of the Heavenly Best this morning.
"Laying up Treasure on Earth and in Heaven" will

be explained by the ltev. S. S. Seward, this morning,
la the Swedenborgian Church.
A mission, conducted by the Oblate Fathers, of

Boston, Mass., opens to-day at the Church of the
Visitation, South Brooklyn. Very Bev. M. A. Hunt.
Superior of the Mission, assisted by Bev. Dr. Beardou
and others, will officiate.

CHAT BY THE WAY.
It does not always follow that a man's bare ssser-

tion la the naked truth.
Tlie very beat oud kindest way in wbicb to look at

the faulta of your friends la to abut your cyea.
If a man la boneat be does not need to tell of it.

Sterling virtue can afford to keep still, but aly disbonoatybaa a very busy tongue.
No jest can be quite so bitter aa tbat one wbicb

runs laughingly along on tbe edge of an ugly trutb.
It is Colton wbo aaya tbat "men will wrangle for

religion.write for it, figbt for it, die for it; anythingbut.live for it."
Puller very beautifully said that "he wbo spends

all bia life in sport is like one who wears nothing but
fringes and eats nothing but sauces."
A debt is a very stubborn thing and always succeedsin baving its own way. Tbe more you attempt

to contract it tbe larger it gets.
There is no doubt that tbe honeymoon waa so

called because of its close resemblance to tbe sweet
product of the bee. It may also be said to resemble
tbe honeycomb, with this slight difference, however,
tbat tbe honeycomb is made up of little cells, while
the honeymoon is sometimes regarded aa one great
sell.
There is a kind of logic by which the moat cheerful

man can be proven to be morally the worst. The
murderers who expiate their crimes on the gallows
have taken life, and perhaps had, during the leisure
which the jail afforded, strango compunctions of conscience.The cheerful man, however, is one wbo
takes life easily and has no compunctions whatever.
A clock is about the only thing in the world which

manages to go on all the better when its affairs are

wound up. There are some men, however, who
have very carefully studied this peculiarity of the
olock, and transferred it to some extent to their own
business arrangements. They have a happy faculty
of being worth nothing when their creditors becomeclamorous and demand a settlement, but the
very moment their affairs are wound up, away they
go, cheerfully as ever, on tick, on tick, on tick.
After all each man knows what troubles him bettor
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bout to repudiate hie wife ilia friends came in and
expostulated with him. Some people delight to
have a hand in other people's affairs, and are never

so much at home as when they have left their own

and gone into the home of somebody else in order to
"fix" things. "Isn't she handsome, and rich?" they
asked. Tho Soman took up a little shoe and said,
"Gentlemen, can any one of you tell where that shoe
pinches unless you put your foot in it?"
The power of versillcation to give expression to

the finer feelings has long been acknowledged. If a

young man is suffering from an unreciprocated attachmentho finds no relief in throwing himself
into tho whirl of business and can only temporarily
drown his sorrow in the flowing bowl. He wakes up
the next morning with his great grief fresh as ever,
plus a raging headache. But in the all absorbing attractionsof the rhyming dictionary, while searching
with the persistency of a Stanley for a word in any
language, dead or living, that will Jingle in unison
with Mary Jane, he finds immediate and permanent
relief. A few lines of original composition on the
auroral locks of some fair and false damsel who
really had red hair has saved more lives than all the
prescriptions of all the doctors. Immense grief of
other kind* has the same outlet. Poetry ia the salvationof the human race, the safety valve of broken
hearts. These touching lines, for instance, must
have been the means of assuaging a sorrow which
might otherwise have endangered the health of the
writer. You can see that they were WTitten with a

raven's quill:.
Our little Sallie to Heaven did go.
Baby life so sweet is.

She was afflicted with cerebro spinal meningitis..
Tin hard to lose our Hally so;

But the reflection sweet is.
That she has gone where there Is no

More cerebro apiual meningitis.
A great many Christians are very careful to use

good grammar in their prayerful petitions. Grammaror no grammar, however, the colored preacher
who made the following prayer got right down on

the hard pan of stern truth, and although we might
not be able to put our thoughts into just his language,we can moat heartily say amen to every
word:.
O Lord we's a mighty abused people; we's been.ail

all broken to pieces, Now, Lord, we wants to t>e
mended up. and we wants you to coiuo and do it.
Don't seuu au angel. Lord, for do job is too big for
an angel. You made us.jLord, and you knows our
wauts, and you can tlx us up as nobody else can.
Come right down yourself, and come quick, too."
This story is just as good if you give the word

"elected" a theological as it ia if you give it a politicalmeaniug. "What will you do if you are elected?"
said a reporter to a candidate for offlcc. "Mv dear
friend," was the reply, "what I shall do if I am
elected will be a very easy matter to decide: but
what is bothering me just now is what on earth I am

going to do if 1 ain not elected."
There are many experiences of dally occurrence

which would excite ono'a incredulity if put into j
print. We aliould aay at once that they could not

poaaibly be true, and this in one of thoni. A con-

ductor demanded of a certain sleepy paMMciiger hia
ticket, l'he passenger waa so very dozey that he paid
no attention whatever. Tlien the enraged ofllclal
determined that auch a deadhead aliould l>e ejected,
and caught hold of hia leg, intending to drag lite
victim In that Ignomtnioua way to the door, lie

pulled and pulled, and theu in hia diwperate determinationgavo one aupremo Jerk, when, mtratnle
Uictu, the leg uctually came off, and thu conductorfell to the floor holding it lu
hia handa. Imagine hia horror. For an

instant he thought himself a wilful niur

derer, and in imagination saw himself convicted
by a Jury of hia peers ami aeuteuccd to the awful
doom of the rope. What a relief, however, to And
that the log we* a wooilen one. The passeuger had
not waked up. an tho conductor quietly put tlie-leg
hack into lta place, and made uo further demand for
a ticket. If ho hail taken tho man by the nalr, that
might hare como off. If he had netted liim by the
arms, they might ahio have comn off. Indeed the
luau might have fallon into Innumerable pieeee, and
the conductor after putting all the artificial members
lu one pile, and leaving the little remainder of his
passenger to make liimsolf into another pile, would
hardly have known of which pile to demand Ills
ticket, so he paused on iu silence and aadneM.
Wo have hoard of an eloquent soliloquy by a

gifted By who was reviewing his past, whlen may
have a wider application tliau is at Drat seen. "Ah."
it aald. "I have passed through tho hatching age and
through ihe creeping age and through the flying ago,
and now, alas! Iain right in tho midst of the mu-

cilago." And there lie ia to-day, it-dead fly.
Kveu in this corrupt age and generation noble

masculine spirits are to he found who are ready to
aacrillco everything in order to stem the tide of
woman's despotism. The other day a gentleman
asked hie wife In the politest terms to inond his
panta. Now, if there la ouo duty whieli soars ahovo
another, and one which uo thoughtful wife will
neglect, it ia to put a patch on the kncoa of a man'a
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pants. But Una particular representative of tlie |
weaker sex refused to do it, aud asserted
as tLut reason therefor that she had uoth-
iii;; to patch them with except a piece of

bright red ttanr.ol. We submit that that house.
hold is in a state of hopeless anarchy in which
the wife cannot put her hand instantly on any article
that can be named by a well regulated husband, from
a shirt button to the proper patch for the knees of
pants. Tilt! Kent leantu referred to determined to in-
stitulc a vigorous reform and show that ho ut loa.it
wax above the petty despotism of au unreasonable
woman. lie forcibly seized her and almost sue-

cceded in cutting her throat with a razor, and now

the unthinking public interferes with his attempt to

reorganize hia household autl casta him into a

noisome dungeon. Well, he will hare the satisfactionof knowing that the world's greatest benefactor*
have always been unappreciated.
The arithmetic ami wit of childhood are unique.

While the elder sister waa teaching the little four-yearoldthe intricate* of tractions she raid, "Now, then, it
I give you an orange and you divide it into four parts,
what will each part he called?" The little one, with
au eye to tho possibiltty of the occasion, replied,
"Well, sister, 1 don't think I could tell unless you
gave mi! me untuge uim. iuc urti ijuuntiuu wiu

answer are still more picturesque. "How many
halves make a whole?" "Quick as a flash the reply
came, "I cau't tell you, sister, until you tell me how
big the hole is!"
Such is the formidable autagouisiu of the sexes

that a chauce to give a ltoland for an Oliver is never

lost. "Don't you think that a good likeness of me?"
said a pretty wife to her small fraction of herself
called her husband. "Very good," was the reply,
"except that there is a little too much repose about
tho mouth."

METHODIST CONFERENCES.
ANNUAL GATHERINGS NEXT WEEK CHANGES

AND TRANSFERS.THE COMING MEN AND THE

OUTGOERS.EFFECTIVE AND NON-EFFECTIVE

MINISTERS.
Next week the Methodist conferences whose jurisdictioncentres in this city, llrooklyn and Jersey City

will be in annual session. The New York Conference
will assemble in Nowburg, N. Y.; the New York Easf
Conference in New Haven, Conn., on the same day
(April 2), and tho Newark Conference in Port Jervis
next Wednesday. For the more efficient working of
the Church In New Jersey the proposition to reunite
the Newark and New Jersey conferences has been
discussed with some degree of favor. A propositionto give the entire city of New York to
the New York Conference has also been discussed for
years, but has failod of adoption in any of the Judicatoriesof the Church. And yet. for lack of such
union, Methodism on the east side of the city has
been practically a failure. That part of the city has
very largely become mission territory, and the
churches that retain their independent corporate
existence do so with great effort and labor. Uf the
sixtceu Methodist Episcopal churches in this territoryof tho New York East Conference only two can

be said to be unembarrassed, and it is feared that
one or two may bo abandoned as a measure of
economy and expediency. To-day old Forsyth Street
Church will celebrate the ninetieth anniversary, of
Ha livlutntiPG Tt rsinka nmrfc to John Ktrppt, Philmh in

ago, and for three-quarters of a century it waa the
centre of revival influence and power. And yet
with a line property, in a thickly populated neighborhood,this church runst probably be given up.
In tluuli times the officials tore down their old
church building aud parsonage, and on their lots
erected four large tenements and stores, with a neat
little chapel enclosed in tho centre. These houses
are valued at $luu,000, but there is an encumbrance
of $Ua,.10U on the property, which the eighty members,who are far from wealthy, are unable to
carry. The interest accumulates so rapidly that
the existence of the church is now simply a

question of a few years, if not months.
The City Missionary Society has been ottered
the property, but declines to take possession of
such a debt. The stores and apartments cannot be
lot readily .to tho class of tenants and for tho businessesthat the church can approve, and hence they
are idle to a great extent; and hence, also, the chnrch
is unable to meet its current expenses from year to
year. If the itineraut rule was so relaxed that ministerswho rush churches into reckless building enterpriseswhich they cannot consummate nor
take care of might be compelled to stay lit
such places until their work was done and live
upon what they could gather up it would be
a good thing for tho churches and the ministry,too. But as it is a minister by extravagant
aud impracticable ideag can do more damage to a
church in three years than can be repaired in
twenty-three years. Aud yet the responsibility rests
upon the church officials, two-thirds ot whom ore
the appointees of the pastor, instead of being
placed where it belongs, on the pastor, the moving
spirit in almost every case. Indeed, ministers have
been known to change official boards that they might
the more readily rush through some wild scheme of
church building or repairs that left the church in a
condition of financial embarrassment.

KKVECTIVK AMD NON-EVFKCTlVK MINISTXBS.
At the session of tho New York East Conference

some tttty changes of ministers will he made among
the 1U4 active men who compose it. The New York
Conference will trausplace about fifty-six of its active
members of the 230 ot that class which must be provul.rifur simuallv. There are in the New York (km-
ference '282 members, bat flfty-seveu uf them are on
the retired list, either as supernumeraries or superannuatedpreachers. But besides these five are holdingprofessorships in colleges or agencies for benevolentsocieties, and a sixth is a missionary in
Italy and another a missionary in this city,
which positions may be held lor life. The transfer
of the Bev. W. 11. Davis, of Harlem, from tho MethodistChurch to the Congregational, will make room
for some good man in that part of the city, and the
death of Rev. W. 1\ Abbott has opened the road in
another directiou. The New York East Conference
number* 2541 ministers. 56 of whom are on the retiredlist, either temporarily or permanently. A
few of them are engaged in secular pursuits and
seven hold positions of honor or trust in benevolent
societies. Now, those Agtires indicate great wear
and tear in the ministerial work, or something else,
when we lind in the two New York conferences that
every Afth man is disabled from work through some
cause or another. And if this is the proportion
throughout the eutire Methodist Episcopal Church
the physical If not the financial condition of the
ministry needs to be looked after and Inquired into.
Ami we suspect the latter is oftener the cause of retirementthan the termor. Under the ecclesiastical
economy of the Methodist Episcopal Church there is
no legal provision for tue payment of f 1 salary to any
of its ministers. Any arrangement that tuay be
made between a pastor and a church rests upon tlio
honor of the latter for its fulfilment. A Metliooist
minister, like a Unman Catholic priest, by the very
conditions of his admission into the ministry, agrees
to go wherever he may be sent by the higher authoritiesof the Church, aud tho question of salary is,
theoretically at least, not taken into account at all.
This is ouc of the llnw* and weak spots of this almost
perfect ecclesiastical system, and one to which tho
uext Ucncral Conference should give some consideration.

A MtSSIOK.lMY, nrT NOT A PAUPKB CtTCBCH.
The theory that the Methodist Church is a missionaryChurch is very well, but uiissiouurios in heathen

lauds an- much better eared for than itinerant pas-
tors at home in this regard. Their bread la given
aud their water is sure, but this is not the case with
very many in the conferences named. Now aud
again a minister has such an understanding wltti his
church that lie can recover in a court of
law any hack salary that may lie duo
him. Hut those raises are very rare, aud the mlu-
isier who appeals to the law lor redress, in routravuntionof the discipline of his Church, loao* Ills
standing among his brethren and among the church, s
II..I I... I... u..,.,i,.l...l 'til I'll.. It,,v \l

Istndcrs the other day sited the church be served
In HocbesUir tor $suo, bacJt salary, end the judge
before wholli the runt A as tried charged
the jury Unit If they believed the contract
between the uitnleter and the church trtn
mode uuiier the discipline then Mr. I-andtT* hud
no claiiu. The jury thought differently, or canto to
a different conclusion, on ttiu fuel* presented, for
they gave u verdict for $1.0**1 OS, being the principal
anu accrued iutervat. The I'kritivm Advocate, of tills
CltJ , commenting on this case, says the learned judgO
ought to have known tout a Methodist preacher cannot,according to the law of tho church, contract to
servo any particular church, for tho very obviousrcai on that his relation to any given
church cannot Isi determined by himself,
nor by the Church, nor by the concurrence of both
parties. No Muthodiat preacher serves any church
h.-cause of any agreement between hint and the giveu
church ua to Ida relation to tho church as its
pastor, or as to the tertu and compensation therefor,
tint because, according to the law of tho Oh ll roll, ho
lias been assigned to that service by other parties,
and it would Uo a breach of the law of
tho t'hnrch for the pastor to refuse to
render tho service, or for tho church to
refuse to receive it. Mo tii.il, as the pastoral eolation
between a Methodist preacher and Ids church is not
established, ami 111 tin- nature of tho ease cannot Isi
established, by any hgreomcnt purporting to be a
contract between the parties torsorviea-a rendered by
the preacher and enjoyed by the church, this case

against the church tans, ami the discipline of the
Chun-li is potential in exciudi. g any legal claim lor
an alleged deficiency.

C1IANOK* AND *1 RANsFETtS,
Tho lollowlng are uupmg the more important

changes ail'c-ting ministers in New York and lirooklyuand vicinity:.There will bo u presiding elderu|.l»Oooiiiai III Itnf II iKlllfurillldliU Ullil illMPit is! IllaiVA

or li'hh of u k<m rot M-rabblo lor thorn) oltteosi hIuoiik
the oulKoiiif! preacher*. ono of whom )i**« »ilvortla<hl
hiir.Hull n» h dillillriatu for the vacaucy in tho
New York Kant Coiilcrouco. l'Uu Key. I>r. Crawford
hi. px out of tint liri'xIiUiiu olili-rahip of tho
Now York Conformed, which im Iirh hold for four
yearn, to tiiko tho yaatorato ot tit. I.uku'a Mt'tbodtxt
,JCplm.opal Church. And thin ohurvh haa kept itaelf
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without a regular pastor for a year, aupply ing itH
pulpit with oneand another preacher aw it pleased, to
keep tho vacancy for it* incoming pastor. No won-
iter that dissatiatactiou follows the mani'eatatiou of
such lavoritisiu, which violates the very letlor and
epint ot the discipline of the Church. The lute Or.
Anbott was tho choice ot the ministers of tho districtas the successor to Dr. Craw lord. The Ucv. '

Dr. L. II. King is now the lirst choice,
though there is more or less of u rumbling
opposition to his appointment. Ho is a popular '

uiuu Juaxc ail I * uncut jin'siiting u-mui .

The liev. S. I. fVigiison, at Newcastle, is also spoken
tit iu tliis connection. The itev. John L. Peek leaven
the residing eldership of the New Vork district of
the New Vork Kant Coutereueo at the end of two
yearn, instead of four, which lie might have kept it.
Hut there are many auuoyauces in the olliuu whioh
are uot counterbalanced hy the advantages
to sensitive minds. Dr. Peek will lake a

pastorate iu Hirinitigbuiu, it is Haul, for
the uext three yuan, and the succession
to the eldership liea between Dr. Kettell, who resignedit three yearn ago to take the pastorate of
Suiuuierilcld Church, lirooklyu, and itev. W. il.
Kussell, ot Johnson .Street Church, Jirooklyn. The
liev. J. L. bidder iiaa alao been .spoken ot iu the name
connection, but an lie preaches hia seuii-ccntenulnl
xermoii before the Couterelice next week it is likely
that lie wou'l look lor active work thereafter.
Ills long and laithlul service iu the ministryuiiglit, however, entitle him to it it lie
desired the houor uud othce. And though half a

century preaching he is yet under seventy years of
age, hale and active us many a man of forty-ttve. The
liev. ill. L. Kcudder, of \Y illiumsbtirg. and Dr. J. li.
Mervin arc also uieutioued for the position. The
ltuv. W. V. Hutlieid, now ot Eighteenth Street MethodistEpiscopal Churcii, goes to Wasiuugtou Square
Church, and Dr. J. M. King, ot the latter, is booked
for SI. James' to succeed Mr. Davis, who strides into
My. Hupworth's place in the Church of the Disciples.
The itev. George li. Strobridgo, now of Kingston, will
come to Eighteenth Street Church, and itev. A. J.
Palmer, of iiighty-sixth Street Church, succeeds
him at Kingston, X. V. YVlieii the itev.
A. D. Vail returns trout Europo lie will take the
pastorate iu Eighty-sixth Street Church, which liu
lolt some years i%<> to labor iu Newark, N. J. The
Kev. Dr. Woodruff, of Allen Street Cnuruh, Now
Vork, goes to Noatruud Avenue Church, Jirooklyn,
which pulpit the Uev. Joseph Pulliuuu vacates. Dr.
C. N. Sims jumps iroui Simpson Church to SummerffeldChurch, Droukiyu.a low blocks only.
and Dr. Chadwick, of* Trenton, N. J., will be
transferred to the East Conference us ills successor.
Meantime, Dr. Kettell, the retiring pastor of SumniorffuldChurch, is paiieutly waiting for the vacant
presiding eldership. The Itev. W. \V. Clark, of PacitteStreet Church, lirooklyu, will take a rest for a

year, probably to go back to his old Conference in
Canada. where, under the united Methodism of the
Dominion, he may hud things ho changed since he
left U Uat he will remain there. The ltev. W. 11.
Bople, of Sopth Norwalk, Colin., will go out an a

temperance evangelist, un.l the ehureh lias hoc tired
the services of 'the ltev. J. V. Saunuers. of Jamaica,
L. I., whose ministry in this charge has beeu
remarkably success! ul during the past three years.
The ltev. Thomas Stephenson, of Bridgeport,
Conn., will come to Jamaica. The Rev. W. 11.
Thomas, of \Vinsted, Conn., will conic to Maiuaruneck,N. Y., and ltev. J. W. liarnhart, of Urueupolut
First Church, will go to St. John's Church, New
Haven, Conn. The ltev. J. H. Stansbury will exchangeTompkins Aveuue Church, Brooklyn, for
Willeit Street Church, New York, and the ltev. J. W.
Searles, present pastor of the latter, is spokeu of for
Johnsou Street Church, New York. The ltev. \V. P.
Corbit, of lleokinau Hill Church, is noticed for NorfolkStreet Church, and among other churches and
ministers, to the number indicated above, changes,
which if known are not reported, will take place. A
couple of weeks hence the scattering time for all will
come.

HOW TO BEACH THE MASSES.
A line in "Revival Notes" last Sunday credited

East Eleventh street and Attorney street Methodist
Episcopal churches, iu this city, with 10 converts
each. The pastor, Rev. A. C. Morehouse, writes to
say that in those churches instead of 10 it should
have been 350 converts, 186 of whom liavo joined on

probation and 83 liavo been received into lull
membership, while many have united with other
churches near them. So that the loss by removal
134) and deaths (6) is more than made up. The Sunday
school of tills church also, under the superintendenceof Mr. Chauncey Shatter, lias prospered equally
well, and uow numbers 602 pupils and teachers,
and. Is reproseutotl to be exercising a very
marked influeuce for good in tlio neighborhood.The Sabbath school iu Attorney Street Church
numbers 230 and is also in a flourishing condition.
Both churches constitute a City Mission Circuit and
are under the pastoral care of Mr. Morehouse, who
is assisted by the Hov. Joseph It. Durable, so that
the statistics of membership are uot divided as belongingto either church, but are aggregated for both.
At Attorney Street Church a layman's mooting is held
every Sabbath. It is said to be one of the most powerfulagencies in the city for the ovaugelizition of
those that attend aud tor otliors who are influenced
by them. It was beguu throe years ago by the officersof the City Missionary Society uud has
been continued without intermission ever
since, until now it is sometimes difficult
to obtain entrance to the church because of
the crowds that gather. Many persons have been
converted at those meetings, which have thus tar
amply demonstrated that the masses can be reached
and how to do it. And Mr. Morehouse thinks that if
our wealthy laymen will lay aside a little of their kid
glove and cualiioued religion uud go among the poor
aud erriug ones, if only ou the Subbath day, and invite
them to the Church aud to the Saviour every downtownchurch in the city will be able to poiut to
Bliuilar results. We believe this to be true, and recommendthe trial of it to those churches that aro
dying of respectability or inanity.
CLASSON AYENUE PRESBYTERIAN

CIIURCH.
xne rresnyicry oruroonjyu ac us session 10-aay

will be asked to sever the pastoral relation between
this church and Dr. Duryea. At the annual meeting
of the church on Friday night commissioners were

chosen to present this request. The church owes
nearly fHO.OOU, and at the beginning of this
year the trustees cut down Dr. Duryca's
salary from #»,uuo to i'.oou a year. Hut
at the annual meeting, when the facts
came out, their action was negatived, and they were
ordered to refund the difference to the pastor. The
receipts from pew rents during the past year
amounted to $ 13.116, and from other sources $l,.vc>
more. But if the plan started on Friday night for
paying off this debt is successful the pew owners
will surrender their pews and'the church will be-
come free. Dr. Duryea will remain witn trie church
for two Sabbat he more after thin, and will say his
farewell at the communion service iu April.

THIRTY-FOUIITH STREET SYNAGOGUE.
THK IMPORTANCE OF THE HABIIATH.SERMON

BY THE REV. IIENKY S. JACOBS.
The commencement of thu customary Scriptural

lesson of the day suggested the topic of the Kev.
Mr. Jacobs' sertnon yesterday, tho text being selectedlroin Exodus, xxxv., 1, 'J."And Moses gathered
together all the congregation* of tho children of
Israel and said unto them. Those are the things which
the Lord hath couiuiaudcd, that ye should do tliom:
Six days shall work be done., but the seventh shall
be holy unto Ziou.it is a Sabbath of rust uuto the
Lord."

In meditating over this passage of the Pentateuch,
mud the reverend gentleman, tlie questions naturally
suggest themselves. Why this repetition of a com-
maud so recently enunciated at Sinai? Why so
much emphasis laul on this particular precept of
the decalogue? He vera reasons might bo assigned,
among them these:.The Sabbath Is important not
only as a religious duty loundcd on tho law of
obedience to tho Divine will, but it possesses clai ins
based on the law of nature which makes rest a necessityfor inau.rest which Is not merely rmtpera-
ttve to his physical organisation, but affords the
ms-deil opportunities for spiritual and intellectual
meditation sud the development of his higher rpi.il
ties. It is again so lar connected with the law of
uxtcrnal nature sis to present the ever recurring testimonyof a creation ami a creator, in opposition to
the doctrines of chance or spontaneity. It was iu
tills Kciisu tliai the ancient ttabotux declared, "He
who pruiimes in wuuhu nuuics iiiu w>trik ut i nrj

UoU.
AMIgl lTY OK TIIR MIHUTH.

It* Importance in also borne out by its antiquity.
The seventh «lay of rest as a holy day was a pre-
rtinaic institution, not only on I'm inferential est»l>-
Ustimcnt as the closing blessing of tin: crcntiou,
but 1)) Its recognition immediately after the exodus
unil the passage ot the Red Sen Tradition places
this at Marali, ami tin: plain lottrr of s.. riptnrc e\htbitMits authority When tin: niainia foil ami tin* poopit:wire prohibited troui Kiibsriau tin' heavenly
food on the seventh nay, which was untilo a (lay of
holy rcat to tbu Lord, (ha., art.)

SAHOIITY or THK HAJIllAiU.
The maintenance of the sabbath is alao important in

1U relation to the sanctuary, tor it la the satcginird
of public wo/slop. '1 he destruction of the observanceof the holy day would accomplish the annihilationof synagogue mid temple. The service of
God depends, there!ore, on its preservation, and cannotexist w ithoiit It. 't his was recognized by the old
teachers as a lesson gathered from liio passage lielore
ns, who saw in the tact tiiai the re-cnuueiated com-
luainl ot the Sabbath an a preface to the offerings and
work required for the sanctuary was to remind the
people oi Israel that not even those, though divinely
ordered, should auperaede the higher obligation of
the septenary day of re t,

as a l.uuotrs rnmcm.K.
Many reasons exist to enforce tho duty of preservingand perpetuating the day which God blessed

ami hallowed. It Is Important as a standard ot leliglonsprinciple even because its observance in
its sanctity, as a day devoted to the Lord, entails a

i* 1.1. > <, iii.. 1.1. ii... t......iii..

Whether bin fidelity to (Jod and HIm command in nu-
perlor to ttifrldly profit. It In absolute Ion* here net
agaluat thi* promised reward in tlm herenlter. Tim
Sahhath in, therefore, a tout of our faith in a homo

thingbeyond the prencnt, which cannot he made
payable to our material actum

Accept thin teat, naid the pfeachor, by making
the nevonth day your own 111 all ila nanoilty. Make
ita enjoyment the etui or your daily work; make It a

day covenanted to tho Lord, and no rcduc the
oromiae, "Happy ia the man who oboerveth tlia Sale
Imth," a prtiulao which given the forotanto of tlie
bcatltndj ill the world of eternal rent.

Winch nothing earthly given or ran destroy,
1 ho aaut'a caiiu auuebiue and the heat tloll joy.

S SHEET.

IS CHRISTIANITY A FA ITUUK?

I'HE "C.ITHOLIST CHt'IJCH. SENTIMENT AND

INTKIJ.KCT.
x'o the Enrxon Of i he Hkuald:.
The discussion which the HebaU) ha* opened.Is

Jliristisuity a Failure?.is ouu of the most important
sver inaugurated. The tact that such a discussion
ran he had is a startling sign of the ripeness
>f the times. We are verging on a revolution
U the interests of genuine progress; uud it may
>e that tlie llKUvhU is destined to serve as the world's
lioueer through the crisis to the social millennium.
Nearly every Unrig else in the world hus undergone
ts all-sided criticism. It is meet and right that
Jbribtiauity should now take its turn; not in the
ipirit of a senseless glorification on the one hand,
lor of an equally senseless and indiscriiniuatiiig oppositionon the other hand; but iu that of a just
iiiderstandiug of ail the aspects of the ease. It is
rut religion hut science which is teaching the world
his new liahit of uiiud; not that of the partisan or

levotee, hut of the impartial investigator and judge.
iteiigiou ia no other than the embodied expression

>f the sentiment of mankind, or, what is the same

hing, of tlie ailectioual side of ourcommon humanly,elevated to its highest and outspread to its utmost.It is, however, sentiment or fediug, still,
ind not the sober judgment or judicial mind. This
alter belongs to philosophy and science, which
represent thought, us religion represents teuliug.
Christianity is 110 other thuu the topmost hough of

the great religious tree whielt has alwuys been growingup in the world. It is not ditlerout in aiud
troiu any of the other great ruligious of the
....t 1,1,t x ditWctir :liwi l..n, «n..

jf growth, accordant with the increasing developmentot mankind; the blossom (it it be the tinul
blossoming) of this divine tiered the human sentiments.The question enlarges, theft-lore, iuto the
broader cite, to religion a lailure? And as reeling,
and ho religion, represents tlie woman Hide ot our
liuture, it may he again changed iuto this to.'iu, 1h
woman a failure'/ And the answer is, yen, clearly ao,
apart from her natural relation to man. Religion,
and soOhriHtianity, is a failure apart froin her natural
and necessary transmutaaon under the growing influenceof reason. Christianity when seeming to die,
when actually dying out of much of the uianitcstatiouof her old character, is just preparing to
live in the higher and better lite. Ami this will be
ao, even though the very name of Christianity may
die out of the earth ami the religion of humanity or
aome other name supersedes it. When a woman
marries she surrenders her old name, hut she does
not cease to he herself. Nevertheless, she undergoesa marked modilieatiou ot character, while impressingan equal modilieatiou, iu the inverse sense,
upon the character of her husband. So Christianity
is just uow blossoming into maturity; is undergoing
every day more and more of the mule influence of
the rational facility, and is preparing to become the
loving bride of the pure intellect. If the Nltw Yobk
Hkiialu is to be the priest to join them so be it.
Evidently the courtship is progressing favorably;
is, indeed, proceeding most r&x>idly.
Within the precincts of Christiauism the Catholic

Church represents leeliug; that iH to say, religion
ltselt, in its essential nature, iu the major degree;
and the Protestant Church represents the greater
growth of the rational element, with a correspondingloss of the merely emotional. In the uarrowor
way, and in subdivision, Protestant is to Catholic
what science is to religion at large. A third form of
Christiauism is called for, and is close at hand, which
shall reconcile these other two. The Catholic
Church is obviously not catholic.that is to say, not
universal.else there would he no room for outsiders,no room tor Protestants and heretics. The
church of the future will include all, by u catholicityso broad that to protest ever so lustily
will be merely the exercise ot a part of that universalreligion; a catholicity so broad that it will embraceand reconcile ail dissenters, iufldels, heathens
and atheists. Nothing else than such a church can
be truly catholic or universal. Ail the children
must be cared for or there is no true household. A
mother that has to turn some of her younglings out
of doors to starve and die has not quite learned to
ho the true mother of all.
There arc already homo; there is a dally increasing

number. There will soon be an immense army of
the members of the truly universal church.the
church of the future.which will reconcile all the
sects, which will harmonize differences, which will
embrace everybody. It will not be the Catholic
Church of the past, at least not without modification,into wuich the hope is futile that Protestants
and infidels, as a body, will ever icturu; it will not
bo the Protestant Church, to which it is equally futileto hope that the Catholics of the world, as a

body, will ever be converted, it will be the universalchurch or the future, which, while it already begiusspontaneously to exist in the world, is hitherto
without a name. It is, indeed, met in its
nascent state, and seemingly balked by an
etymological difficulty. Wc are in the habit
of deriving our denominational appellations from
the Oroek or the Latin. The Hoiuau Catholics, or
Catholics as they prefer to be called, have appropriatedthe Ureek word, which means universal.i. «.,
catholic.and a small sect ot Protestants, applying
universality to a single aspect of religious belief,
have called themselves Universalists. both the Ureek
and the Latin terms are therefore preempted and
spoiled for the designation of the adhereuts of the
absolute Catholic or Uuiversalist Church or the future.theCuuich of the coming reconciliation.
Hoconclliatiouiets, though not longer or more
awkward than t'ongregatioiialists or Episcopalians,
is still objectionable, und comes short of the true
idea, which is that of being more catholic than the
"Catholics." How would it do to coin s new formativefrom the same root and to call thcao universal
religionists of the future Catholists? Another alternativewould be to say.the New Catholics.

INTEU itATOK.

a half tbiei> experiment.it can only re

a success when the messiah comes.
To the Editor or the Herald:.
The true answer to this question depends on tho

object and cud of the Christian system as proposed
and understood by tho propounder of it. If judged
by its present fruits as its perfected desigu and resultswo must respond iu the affirmative, for we
k.k«l.l mn nnlu itwomnlnlanuu ,11 un .1 .> i...... .

»ii-J failures. Falsehood anil vice are still triumphant
»ud defiant among men, while truth and virtuu are

depressed and prostrated. The first is in tho present
world the rule, the last the exception. Evil abounds.
tk>od is scarce. lint if it be the mission of
Chlstianity to ersdicato sin and evil and ultimately
to plant truth aud righteousness iu the earth, then
I respond. No: a thousand tliuea no. It is uot a
failure, for the reason that "the end is not yet."
l>o wu say that the man, as yet a half grown boy, or
the woman, as yet ouly a child, is a failure? Is an
unfinished house or a half written book a

lailuro? As well may wo argue aud concludethat tho religion of the liible is
such. Nothing is a failure which is unfinished.
As yet it is only on trial.an experiment.
Its success is in abeyance aud depends on its achievingthe object and results proposed. Such is Christianity.What is its end and mission? Its own ordtles
proclaim them "Glory to God in the highest, peace
mi esrtli and good will toward men." It is "glad
tidings of great joy which shall lie to all people." It
is tnat "all nations, all the taiuilies of the earlli shall
be blessed in Abraham's seed, who is the Christ."
It is that "the lueek shall inherit the earth.shall
dwell therein forever and delight themselves in the
abundance of peace." It is that "death aud hell shall
be destroyed and bo uo more;" and liually, that every
curse shall be removed from this miiuuanc sphere
and that its immortalized tenants.man.shall be re-
stored to Paradise aud tbu« be partakers of thedivine
nature and dwell with God and Christ, tho angels aud
all the heavenly hosts forever. Those wo know are
vet iu till future. The olid is yet in advance of Us.

All other religions ore obvious failures because
either they tlu led propose the accomplishing of such
objects or w.tli o rj fav. rable opportunities for
hU'-oe*", having tlic* public ear always open to them,
they have tallcii abort 01 achieving 1,110 euil It! view.
I'ligiiiiisiu iu all it» myriMl forma la anadmittedfailuro, ami the mom modern systems
of I'atlioll i-iii ami Protc*taul«m, with some adinit toil ameliorations, havoao far tailed, for although
tin y have hail the truest mope for the development
of all that la poaalblo of success from their creeds
they mm'iii 110 nnortr their iummuw btnum than when
they begun.
Tlio i:atli.>llc Church la confessedly mueh weaktnoiland iiiuUiilally "horn ot ita otice great power by

the progress of light and knowledge, and we know
Ilia' aome of the sects of Protestantism have wholly
disappeared, while others lire no longer potential for
ucc.csa, and all exhibit aymptoiua of iloelinc and fall,
while none have aa yel atieeeededeven l»y approximationIn their proponed tuiaaiou of converting the
world to t'hriat. "Protestantism a Failure" la tlio
title of a work lately laaiied from the New York
preaa, which uiaiiitaiua the hold abatement that "look-
Ing to the dual frinta of the whole system, Proteatiintiamla a atupeiidoiia blunder." Tln-e couatitutu
in the aggregate tin nieana and the only meana <tevlaedby human wisdom to work out lor our race the
proluiaed era ot uuiveraal hleaaedueaa.
Having thus laile I ill the go-id work, we have a

right to conclude that tlieir anibitiuua miaaiou will
never la- iiccoinpllaliod, and that other means and In-
*i rumen tali tie" must be employed to obtain the lie-
aireil reaillta.

it la a very old question among men, tracea of
whieh are everywhere found in human history,
whether the world iMiaacsscn in itaeit the luoaus ot
rectifying ita dlaordeia or whether the remedy muat
come from without? The experiences of mankind
»a embodied in hiatory prove our incapacity to aitwilltlleao great i tela by any wiailom or lueaua which
we possess. The wtadoin of the world haa thua lieeu
proved inadequate for tie- government of the world,
henoe It la written: .''It ta uot in man that walketli
to direct hla atcpa." Thla wiae aud rightcniia rule
over iiiankliid cult only he found In the person of the
coming Meanlah. Ho, then, we conclude oh we commenced,and aay Christianity i* not a failure; ita
triumphs are certain, though vet future.

Aid,AN li. MVUIICDKR.
A Bible Christian, Winchester, Va.

FRINCTPLKN NOT lUHCtPI.KA.

To thr Km roll or the 11k.bald:.
IfChristianity la to be Judged by the sermons

weekly reported in the Ujulald, or by the couduct

is
of many professing Christian* who arc no mora dovontor attentive to their religion* duties ami no

truer to tlieir word or houesteriu their dealing* than

uoii-protessors, it might be regarded a* a (ailure. becauseit has failed to bold tbeiu to the pnnrip.es
the)' profess, but Christ, its founder, forbid* such

judgment. lie gives his owu example as the only
test by which HU religion must be tried. "Hereby
shall ye know that ye are my disciples when
ye do what I command you." Christiauityis not to be triod bv its d.aciplcs.
but by its principles; some men are hypocrite?.,
some are unfaithful to their covenant s;nd do not
live according to their prolessious. and these prove
IMI'lUKClYt'K IlllUl'lS, HI1U U"l 1 Ill.Kl

foretold thai tliere would always he such tares iu
the 1,'nurcli, and they- 111 net he iet alone until the harvest.There were some uuch disciples in Christ's
day, who turned back from following Him. Judas
was a lailure, and there have beau J mioses all along
the Christian couturies. There" is a vast amount of
foolish preaching which is quite a ditferent thing
from St. Paul's "foolishness of preaching," by which
men are helped to salvation: and this latter noes on
whether inch will believe ami hear or no, and it will
go on until lime cuds and tell on our race's
destiny, leading to the knowledge and faith in the
Sou of (roil, and helping to form iu theiu a characterlike Mis. and make Christendom the light of
the world and the centre of its civilization, until
Christ comes again in the glory of the (iodbead.
when it will fail on earth only to be transferred to
heaven, whence it came. C. C. A.

wuebe it fail8, where it succeeds.
To the Editor of the HehaljI:.
To my mind Christianity is both a failure and a

success.the taiiure being positive aud the success

negative. The logical mind when satisfied of tho
failure of Christianity is forced to the conviction
that it is an institution invented, enlarged, diversifieduud handed down to us by men, and that its
cruelties, horrors, errors and hairsplittings are exclusivelymen's works, and that an alluvial, powerfuland beneficent Deity had nothing whatever to do
with it. Its standards, not as laid down by Christ, but
by the priests who cauic after Him down to the present
day, are so high that human nature cannot attain
to them, and notwithstanding the loud mouthed protestationsof those that fill churches there is uo attemptto do so. it (Christianity) is supposed to be a
medium for tho salvation of the entire world. How
absurd a pretence iu view of tbe comparatively small
proportion under its intlueuce or belonging to nationstermed Christian! Subdivide tliis portion into
the tiillnwim/ eatei/orv and endeavor from vonr

observation and experience to form a judgment of
the proportion entitled under the priesl-uiude laws
of Christianity to receive the future blessing:.
hSrtt.The wicked are sure to be damned.
Srantd.The iudifferent (au immense throng unlessI greatly misjudge the evidences).
Third.The self-confessed and pronounced disbelieversin revealed religion (longer than suspected,

and increasing).
Fourth.The ignorant believers.
FifUx.The intelligent Christian (this m its strictestsense).
Could a census be taken showing tho number in

each of the above classifications 1 think the failure
of Christianity would be proven.the small proportionof those within its pale who stand any chance of
heaven would be apparent. If, as the faithful professto believe, Christ Himself and this scheme were
the gifts of an oil-wise and all-powerful Creator, who
will throttgh this medium save the world aud bring
all souls to salvation, are not the letters written in
its defence, and are not the sermons.many of them
pitiably weak and insincere.that deprecate the progressof "modern thought" sad admissions of weaknessif not of absolute want of faith?
The claims of Christianity to success appear to mo

to be based upon the necessities of msukiud (or that
portion it has influenced) during a certain stage of
development or emancipation from the grosser superstition,when something wus needed more
humane, refining aud in accord with what
will ultimately be known to be great truths and
laws of uature, to be observed and obeyed if happinessis to be approached during our lives,
but divested of the supernatural qualities
known to be unknowable. The correctness of
this proposition is amply illustrated by the
groduul changes from the superstitions of the
early Bomau Church down to the liberality aud
brood views of the Congrugationol, Unitarian
and Univeraolist denominations of the Protestant
faith, lieyond this is but a short step to the rauks
of those who cannot profess faith enough to believe
the incredible or knowledge enough to kuow the
unknowable, but with a strong faith in the well orderingof nature's laws, by which we are governed
and regulated, and with a hope that in the future
a better knowledge of them may bring health aud
happiuess to all with much greater certaiuty than
Christianity has yet done.

HOPE WITHOUT FAITH.

A MISTAKE OP THE CRITICS. ,

To thx Editor or the Heuald:.
Jesus always alluded to His followers of His day,

as well as subsequent ages, as tbe "few," and Scrip,
ture offers no warrant for the assumption that the
multitudes proteasing Christianity are fair exponents
of its power and beneficent influence on the heart
and life of man. How few of the thousauds who
throug our places of worship every Sunday offer any
testimony in their "walk aud conversation" to
having consecrated their lives to the service of
their God aud Saviour! They are untiriug in
their devotion to the survice of Mammon
throughout the week, and on Sunday exhibit their
fealty to the "Lord who bought them" by arraying
themselves richly and posing themselves gracefully
in easy pews, while their senses tire charmed with
"praises sung tor m^n and hire" and their rniiids
tickled by a gracefully written moral essay, interspersedwith a few Bible quotations to give it a claim
to the title of a sermon. In many cases the pastor
of such a flock is not a "minister of the Gospel,"
but he simply ministers to the tastes
of his audience. He knows they are
not ready to "endure sound doctrine,"
the majority of thorn "turning away their oars troin
the truth." aud he cauuot afiord to incur the disapprobationof his clients from whom he receives
such a liberal pecuniary support. Therefore he
"speaks to them smooth things," such as will never
arouse their slumbering consciences to an unwelcomesense of their eternal peril. It is not that
Christianity over has or ever can tail of ita promises
to or gracious work in the hearts aud lives of its
true adherents, but your correspondents mistake
Pharisees for Christians, aud base their judgments
and arguments upon this gross fallacy.

A smVLPABX BKUEVEB.

A ntZK PBES8 AS A TEST.

To the Enrron or the Herald:.
That Chriatianity Is a decided success is self-evidentfrom tho very fact that tho authors of these lettersare at liberty to discuss the subject at all and say

just what they please.not msny years ago men

dare hardly think, certainly dare only at the risk of
their lives express au opinion only according to
established teaching of the priest or minister.
aud that we have a free press to publish what
it pleases on the subject. Men will say
that this is civilisation, but there is no civilisation
where there is no Christianity. Christianity is ag-
gressive; it it) and always wan opp,.»eu In Kill lu
every form, ami iu favor of the liouuat pour and tho
oppressed. Every .word aa taught by Christ ia iacuutrovertiblv,and from the day that Ilia first serluouwas preached to thu people ou the Mouul, aa

given iu| Matthew, fifth, sixth and seventh chapters,
has kept rolling on and on froui Jerusalem to
Australia; that on a .Sunday moving millions and
millions of the moat enlightened people tlie world
ovor joiu lu songs of praise to Christ who brought
rudumptiou to all uiaukiud.
The proof that Christianity ia a magnificent successis that we have a free press, a free people, a perfectliberty to worship who aud what we pleaas,

and all thu nations of tuu earth that live the uean-st
to Christlike individuals are the most prosperous
and happy aud independent In thought, loving their
ueighhor as themselves. J. N. T.
haw York, March ltt, 1879.

home was not i1uilt in a day.
To the Editor or the Herald:.

ltefore the birth of Christ the angel announced tu
Joseph:."Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He
shall save His people from their sins." After His
birth angelic voices were heard singing:."Glory to
God In the higktwt, aud o* earth peace, good will
toward men." From these announcements we learn
that Christ's mission to earth was to establish peace
and harinouy therein by overeomiug thu power of
sin with all it* discordant surroundings, ilas that
mission been accomplished? Not yet. Is it thereforea lallure? Many years ago thu Komau Catholicsof this city couinieuosd building a cathedral.
Us progress has heeu very Slow, because there were

many obstacles to overcome,and it Is uot yet iniishod.
Is thu enterprise, therefore, a failure? Win ths
venerable philanthropic, Friar Cooper, Uvi< mined
to build the Cooper luatituto. iuatead of doing all
tile work with hi* own hauda, ho called together bin
architect* and hia builder*, ami after telling thciu
what kind ot a building ho wauled and what material*he Winked to lino, left the detail* in their baud*,
freely *ii|>]>lyiug them the necetaary meant to carry
forward the work. In like manner Chriat, while on
earth, cominuulcated to Hi* dl*el|>le* a plan or the
great work He came to accompli*!!.of reconciling
a rebellion* world to Hod; aud after na*iiriug
them that love to tiod and love to man
wan tliu .'iiljr man-rial that would *tand the tent of
the agea, bade thoin to go into "all the world .md
preach the limine I to every enwtiire," proiut*liig
them the aid of Hi* apirit, which *lioiild lead theiu
Into all truth. That work 111* follower* have carried
on from that day to Una. more or lea* auccraattilly,
according to their reliance on HI* loving spirit or
their own plau* of aalvatlon. That they havo inadw
many nail iiuiitako* tu sulwtilntiug their own plant
for HI* become* i>»liilull> wvideut in the tlow prog-
ruae whn h i hrminumy ha* madu ami im making tu
lh« world; yet wo lu«u but loi*oiu|n«r»the WrUtou*
lid warlike xplrlt which replied l.ixm year* ago t w lit-ti

tltf aeaaxxiuatimi » parent for the poummmuoii of a

thronu wa* a i'oiiiiiiou ooeurruirei with the philauthropiemovement* and penoetul temUinritu o( the
premmt «< to aaUxfy ua thai Obriilwiiiljr haw lay no
uk-ana loat iU vitality. O. 11.


